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ABOUT MERIDIAN 

OUR PARTNERS
Meridian partners with the public, private and diplomatic sectors to develop exchange, training, culture and convening programs that 
help leaders address global challenges and opportunities.

UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT

U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE

DIPLOMATIC 
COMMUNITY

MULTI-NATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS

Meridian International Center is a nonprofit, nonpartisan global leadership and public diplomacy organization 
headquartered in Washington, DC. Building on more than 55 years of experience, Meridian prepares U.S. and 
international leaders for a complex global future through programs that help them understand critical issues and 
world cultures, exchange ideas, collaborate on solutions, and build valuable relationships.

OUR VISION
We envision a more secure and prosperous world characterized by mutual understanding, innovation, economic growth and inclusion. 
The path to realizing this vision is through more effective and connected public and private sector leadership at all levels. 

OUR MISSION 
Meridian builds innovative exchange, training, cultural, and convening programs that advance three goals:
• Strengthen U.S. engagement with the world
• Empower leaders to address global challenges and opportunities
• Drive collaboration across sectors, borders and cultures through a neutral platform

OUR APPROACH
Meridian’s integrated programming approach provides leaders with a variety of platforms in neutral environments to develop an 
informed global view, cultural awareness and collaborative peer networks to produce better outcomes. When leaders return home and 
implement change, the impact of Meridian’s programs is amplified across numerous arenas, including women and girls’ empowerment, 
business and trade, human and civil rights, and energy and the environment. Directly impacting the quality of life for people around the 
globe, these issue areas are pivotal to Meridian’s vision of a more secure and prosperous world today and for generations to come.

LEADERS

We bring together a cross-
section of established and 

emerging leaders

 Provide them with resources 
and insights on key global 

issues through our exchange, 
training, culture and 
convening programs

Which translates into better 
decisions and outcomes 
benefiting individuals, 

communities and countries 
around the world

Leaders develop an informed 
global view, cultural 

awareness and collaborative 
peer networks that increase 

their effectiveness

PROGRAMS OUTCOMES IMPACT
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TRAINING  
PREPARING LEADERS FOR SUCCESS  

IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT

We customize training programs that combine instruction 
and experiential learning to ensure that our private 
and public sector partners are equipped to navigate 

global challenges and opportunities. We believe that the 
strength of a training program lies in its ability  

to connect people with issues as well as broader  
global networks.

MERIDIAN PILLARS

FORUMS  
CONVENING NEUTRAL DIALOGUE  

AND COLLABORATION

We connect Washington with the world by bringing 
business and policy communities together with the 

diplomatic corps through programs that provide insights 
on a broad range of issues. Our convening platforms 

create opportunities to build networks, exchange ideas, 
and forge sustainable solutions to shared  

challenges worldwide.

EXCHANGES 
BUILDING EXPERTISE  
AND RELATIONSHIPS

We create tailored exchange programs that connect 
leaders from around the world with their American 
counterparts to foster collaboration on solutions to 

challenges facing their communities,  
organizations, and countries.

CULTURE  
BRIDGING COMMUNITIES  

AND COUNTRIES

We curate exhibitions, exchanges, and events that 
bridge cultural divides through the Meridian Center for 

Cultural Diplomacy (MCCD). These programs increase 
understanding and strengthen relationships between the 

U.S. and countries around the world.



OUR LEADERSHIP

AMBASSADOR  
STUART W. HOLLIDAY
President and CEO

LEE SATTERFIELD
Executive Vice President and  
Chief Operating Officer

SUSAN CABIATI
Senior Vice President,  
Professional Exchanges Division

NATALIE JONES
Senior Vice President,  
External Affairs

DR. MYRA BEST
Vice President of Administration,  
Professional Exchanges Division

KELLY CAMPAGNE
Vice President,  
Human Resources and Administration 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

THE HONORABLE  
CARLOS M. GUTIERREZ
Chairman
Chair, Albright Stonebridge Group

ART COLLINS
Co-Chair of  
Development Committee
Managing Partner, theGROUP 

THE HONORABLE 
ALONZO L. FULGHAM 
Chair of Governance & 
Nominating Committee
President, Galileo Energy 
Partners, BV 

THE HONORABLE 
LAURIE FULTON
Chair of Global Engagement 
Committee

TRUSTEES

MEGAN BEYER
Advisor, Civic Nation

JANET BLANCHARD
Founding Member,  
Meridian Global  
Leadership Council 

JON CLIFTON
Global Managing Partner,  
Gallup

JOHN DASHWOOD
Vice President, International 
Government Relations, ExxonMobil 

MATTHEW T. ECHOLS
Senior Vice President,  
North America Public Affairs  
and Communications,  
The Coca-Cola Company

NEAL R. GOINS, PH.D.
Vice President, International 
Government Relations, ExxonMobil 

THE HONORABLE  
FRED P. HOCHBERG
Former Chairman and President, 
Export-Import Bank

MARIA PICA KARP
Vice President & General Manager 
Government Affairs, Chevron

TOM HIGGINS
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Administrative Officer, First Data

JANET LAMKIN
California President,  
United Airlines

BONNIE LARSON
National Arts Council Member, 
Meridian Global Leadership 
Council

STANLEY S. LITOW
Vice President of Corporate 
Citizenship & Corporate Affairs, 
IMB; President, IBM Foundation

HONGXIA LIU
Associate Vice Chancellor, New 
York University, Shanghai 

MICHELE A. MANATT
Founding Member,  
Meridian Global Leadership 
Council 

SCOTT PARVEN
Partner,  
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

MICHAEL PICKRUM
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Financial Officer, Cengage Inc. 

STEVEN QUAMME
Co-Founder and Senior Management 
Partner, Cartica Management, LLC

THE HONORABLE 
WALTER L. CUTLER*
President Emeritus

THE HONORABLE 
WILLIAM F. MCSWEENY*
Trustee Emeritus

DEBORAH TAYLOR ASHFORD, 
ESQ.*

Legal Counsel
Senior Counsel, Hogan Lovells US, LLP

STEVEN L. LEBLING 
Chair of Facilities &  
Preservation Committee
Owner, The Lebling Companies

JEFFREY MALINAK
Chair of Finance & 
Audit Committee
Managing Principal,  
Analysis Group 

DREW MALONEY
Secretary
Vice President,  
Government and  
External Affairs,  
Hess Corporation

THE HONORABLE 
ANN STOCK 
Vice Chair 
Co-Chair of Development 
Committee

MERIDIAN BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MERIDIAN EXECUTIVE TEAM

HENRY COLLINS
Vice President and Deputy,  
Professional Exchanges Division

GRETCHEN EHLE
Vice President,  
GlobalConnect 

THERESA FURMAN
Vice President,  
Finance and Accounting 

TERRY K. HARVEY
Vice President,  
Meridian Center for Cultural Diplomacy

FRANK JUSTICE
Vice President,  
Convening

MERIDIAN CAMPUS
Meridian’s campus features two historic 
buildings, Meridian House and White-
Meyer House. Surrounded by gardens, 
it forms a city block of historic and 
architectural interest. The campus is the 
residential jewel of John Russell Pope, 
architect of the Jefferson Memorial, the 
National Gallery of Art, and the National 
Archives. Both houses are listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places.

MERIDIAN HOUSE

Built between 1921 and 1923 by Ambassador Irwin Boyle 
Laughlin, U.S. Ambassador to Greece (1924-1926)  
and Spain (1929-1933). 

WHITE-MEYER HOUSE

Built between 1910 and 1912 by Ambassador Henry White, U.S. 
Ambassador to Italy (1905-1906) and France (1906-1909),  

and now home to Meridian’s Cafritz Galleries.

Photo credit: Egomedia Photography Photo credit: Egomedia Photography

 * Indicates non-voting member01.01.2017 – 12.31.2017
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LEADERSHIP MESSAGE 

 Meridian Annual Report 2017  \  Leadership Message  \  5

SECRETARY CARLOS M. GUTIERREZ
Chairman

AMBASSADOR STUART W. HOLLIDAY
President and CEO

This past year marked a turning point for the United States and its role in the world today. A polarized political climate, the economic 
stagnation of a large segment of Americans, and the minimized importance of global alliances have fueled a false dichotomy between 
globalism and nationalism. Meridian believes that we do not have to choose one or the other. The United States is stronger at home 
when globally engaged, setting the tone for collaboration and consensus building across nations in order to build a more secure and 
prosperous world for all. 

Every day, in every corner of the world, Meridian advances U.S. engagement and builds global leaders through exchange, training, 
culture and convening programs. While our work is global in reach, the foundation and impact of our programs is national. 

Meridian’s work on the U.S. Department of State’s International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) last year brought 1,830 international 
participants on 244 exchange programs to 336 U.S. cities – from Guntersville, Alabama to Lawrence, Kansas to Rapid City, South Dakota. 
Americans coast to coast collaborated on these exchanges, benefiting from the millions of dollars of direct economic value generated in 
their local communities as well as the long-lasting relationships and reciprocal insights developed along the way. Congress reaffirmed 
the value of international exchanges by maintaining  funding levels for public and cultural diplomacy initiatives, including the IVLP.

Entrepreneurship training continues to be a cornerstone of Meridian’s work. The 2017 Young Leaders of the Americas Initiative (YLAI) 
brought 250 promising entrepreneurs from Latin America and the Caribbean to the U.S. for an exchange to equip them with knowledge, 
resources and networks to succeed in the digital commerce era. Since 2016, over 26 U.S. communities have hosted and mentored 500 YLAI 
Fellows, while over 70 U.S. mentors have traveled to Latin America and the Caribbean to help fellows implement community projects. 
These trainings connect entrepreneurs across borders to stimulate commerce, create networks, and catalyze growth in both directions.

Beyond this year’s professional exchanges, Meridian leveraged the power of American arts and culture to strengthen bilateral 
relationships, bridge cultural divides and address global issues. We curated a record number of exhibitions traveling from Canada to 
India, while arts professionals from Sweden and South Africa visited American cultural capitals like Austin, New York and San Francisco. 
In Japan, over 27,000 people learned about America’s value of sports from ex-Major League Baseball players Warren Cromartie and 
Masanori "Mashi" Murakami at the Pacific Pitch: U.S.-Japan Baseball Diplomacy exhibition. 

The global reach and national impact of our work also manifests in Washington, D.C. through Meridian’s convening programs. As a non-
partisan institution, Meridian offers the diplomatic community a neutral platform to accelerate collaboration with the public and private 
sectors on critical economic and security issues. Our convening programs enhance the foreign diplomats’ understanding of America’s 
democracy and their ability to effectively partner with the American people.

The challenges facing our world and our country are serious. We are thankful to our partners and supporters who share our belief that 
U.S. global engagement is vital for a more secure and prosperous nation and world.  Our impact is possible because of your sustained 
support and dedication. Thank you again and we look forward to continuing our work together into the coming year.

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND MERIDIAN STAFF – THANK YOU!

Photo credit: Stephen Bobb



2017 HIGHLIGHTS | EXCHANGES
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BRINGING LEADERS TOGETHER FROM 
THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE 
UNITED STATES

British American Parliamentary Group 40th Anniversary 

Meridian designed and implemented the 40th iteration of the U.S. 
Department of State’s 10-day exchange, the “British American Parlia-
mentary Group” project of the International Visitor Leadership Program 
(IVLP). Founded in 1977, and implemented each year since, the project 
brings together British parliamentarians and Congressional members 
for discussions on governance and transparency, campaign best prac-
tices, and bilateral relations. Representing major parties in the British 
government, the parliamentarians made district visits with eight 
Congressional members including Representatives Robert Aderholt 
(Republican – Alabama, 4th District), French Hill (Republican – Arkan-
sas, 2nd District), and Charlie Crist (Democrat – Florida, 13th District).

STRENGTHENING JOURNALISM 
ACROSS THE WORLD

New and Traditional Broadcast Media

In March 2017, Meridian brought together 22 radio, television, and 
online journalists and media professionals from different world 
regions to join the International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) 
for a project on “New and Traditional Broadcast Media.” The project 
examined the history, structure, and function of reporting in the 
United States. Participants explored the role of the media, including 
social media, in supporting democratic institutions and connecting 
civil society groups around the world. At the end of the project, 
participants created short films about the influence of the media on 
the local community’s vision of the American Dream. 

ADVOCACY AND LEADERSHIP 
STRATEGIES FOR YOUTH 
EMPOWERMENT

Youth Inspiring Leadership and Civic Participation

In June 2017, Meridian administered the “Youth Inspiring Leadership 
and Civic Participation” project of the International Visitor Leadership 
Program (IVLP), bringing 23 young leaders from all over the world 
to explore advocacy and leadership strategies and to facilitate 
empowerment and justice. During each local project, the participants 
volunteered with organizations including the Second Harvest Food 
Bank in Charlotte, North Carolina; Manan Food Pantries in Pensacola, 
Florida; and the Rotary Club in Cleveland, Ohio. Their itinerary also 
included a Gallup Strengths Finder workshop that helped participants 
identify their leadership aptitudes.



2017 HIGHLIGHTS | TRAINING
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UNITING LEADERS ON EITHER SIDE 
OF THE COLORADO RIVER

The U.S., Mexico, and the Colorado River:  
A Binational Program on Water Use 

Meridian hosted a U.S.-Mexico exchange for 32 leaders including 
consultants, grassroots advocates, and other water managers 
focused on the preservation and maintenance of the Colorado 
River. The program was designed in close collaboration with 
the Walton Family Foundation to identify gaps and solutions by 
facilitating conversations with leaders in the United States and 
Mexico, with the aim of increasing their understanding of the 
water management strategies on each side of the border.

CATALYZING EGYPTIAN 
ENTERPRISE

AECOM/SEED Egypt Entrepreneurship Program

The Strengthening Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Development 
(SEED) Project is a U.S. AID-funded initiative to improve the 
availability and accessibility of entrepreneurship services for 
women, youth and other marginalized populations. Last fall, 19 
Egyptian entrepreneurs came to the U.S. to observe firsthand the 
operation and execution of high-functioning, public and private 
sector hatchery, incubator, and accelerator service providers. The 
program also introduced participants to federal, state and local 
officials, small business owners, and academic and nonprofit 
organizations who help shape entrepreneurial policy.

EMPOWERING THE NEXT  
GENERATION OF 
ENTREPRENEURS

Young Leaders of the Americas Initiative

For the second year, Meridian organized, 
with the U.S. Department of State, the Young 
Leaders of the Americas Initiative (YLAI), 
which brings 250 fellows from Latin America 
and the Caribbean to the United States for 
entrepreneurial leadership training. Over 
26 communities and 70 businesses in the 
U.S. mentored fellows who leveraged their 
experience to drive social and economic 
development in their local communities.



2017 HIGHLIGHTS | FORUMS
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ADVANCING NATIONAL INTERESTS IN 
A GLOBALIZED SOCIETY

6th Annual Meridian Global Leadership Summit

Over 150 leaders across international business, foreign embassies, 
U.S. government and civil society gathered for the 6th Annual 
Meridian Global Leadership Summit to examine how the U.S. can be 
stronger at home when globally engaged. The speakers agreed that 
America’s international engagement sets the tone for collaboration 
and consensus building across nations, which helps build a more 
secure and prosperous world for all. Featured speakers included 
Mexican Ambassador H.E. Gerónimo Gutiérrez, Finnish Ambassador 
H.E. Kirsti Kauppi, Congressman Don Beyer (D-VA), House Foreign 
Affairs Committee Chairman Ed Royce (R-CA), BBC Anchor Katty Kay, 
Carlyle Group President and COO Glenn Youngkin, philanthropist David 
Rubenstein and U.S. News & World Report Editor Brian Kelly.

SHOWCASING U.S.-INDIA RELATIONS

Cultural Diplomacy Forum on India 

In 2017, Meridian’s annual Diplomacy Forum explored political, 
economic, and cultural ties between the world’s largest democracy, 
India, and one of the world’s oldest democracies, the United States. 
An afternoon of featured speakers and panel discussions segued to 
an evening cultural celebration showcasing Indian cuisine, dance, 
music and body art. Featured speakers included Indian Ambassador 
H.E. Navtej Sarna, Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal (D-WA), actor 
and film director Omi Vaidya, and Ambassador Frank G. Wisner 
(U.S. Ambassador to India, 1994-1997). Indian Parliamentarian Dr. 
Shashi Tharoor’s keynote address revolved around soft power, 
referencing India’s tools such as yoga and Bollywood along with 
the U.S. State Department’s International Visitor Leadership 
Program as shining examples.

FOSTERING ECONOMIC INCLUSION 
FOR THE DIGITAL FUTURE

Digital Finance Future: Inclusive and Global Economic Growth

In partnership with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Meridian 
hosted a nine-part convening series that brought together over 400 
experts, influencers and decision makers to explore how digital tools 
can bring underprivileged populations around the world into the formal 
financial system and alleviate global poverty. Program topics explored 
access to agricultural finance, minimizing risks to cross-border financial 
flows, benefits of biometrics and digital identification, and the role of 
data and regulatory technologies. Communications initiatives and a 
scholarship program sustained participant engagement even after the 
in-person convening series came to a close.

Photo credit: Stephen Bobb

Photo credit: Kris Tripplaar

Photo credit: Ralph Alswang



2017 HIGHLIGHTS | CULTURE
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FIGHT THE POWER:  
USING HIP HOP TO EXPLORE 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION

Next Level USA 

Through hip hop music and dance, Next Level fosters cross-cultural 
creative expression and exchange in diverse and underserved 
communities. In partnership with the U.S. Department of State’s 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Next Level traveled to Morocco, 
Azerbaijan, and Egypt. The program empowers teams of multi-
disciplinary artists to facilitate workshops on entrepreneurship 
and conflict resolution, as well as to collaborate with local 
audiences through live performances and jam sessions.

SHARING A NATIONAL  
PASTIME AND THE VALUE  
OF TEAMWORK

Pacific Pitch: U.S.-Japan Baseball Diplomacy 

Curated by Meridian with support from the U.S. Embassy in 
Tokyo, Pacific Pitch: U.S.-Japan Baseball Diplomacy charts the 
history of our shared national pastime and the pivotal role it 
played in building our strong alliance we have today. The photo 
exhibition debuted at the Tokyo Metropolitan Central Library 
and traveled to Osaka and Fukushima. The opening reception 
welcomed a number of distinguished guests including baseball 
player Warren Cromartie who played professionally with both 
the Nippon Professional Baseball and Major League Baseball.

PUBLIC ART IN THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
AND NIGERIA

Murals Engage Exchange 

Building on the success of previous 
Community Engagement through the Mural 
Arts programs, Meridian designed two public 
art projects, in Santiago, Dominican Republic, 
and Lagos, Nigeria, with the support of local 
embassies. The projects addressed themes of 
environmental sustainability and peace and 
security, respectively. Both murals beautify 
their settings and serve as a tangible 
reminder of the collaborative process.



MERIDIAN IMPACT

SOUTH AND  
CENTRAL ASIA

606 
GLOBAL LEADERS

EAST ASIA  
AND PACIFIC

747 
GLOBAL LEADERS357 PROJECTS

Produced and implemented  
by Meridian in 2017

TOP 10 COUNTRIES  
BY NUMBER OF PROJECTS  
IN 2017

23

 23

 23

 22 

 19 

 18 

 18 

 17 

 17 

 16 

INDIA

MEXICO

SOUTH AFRICA

EGYPT

IRAQ

ALGERIA

PAKISTAN

CHINA

SAUDI ARABIA

NIGERIA

SINCE 1960, MERIDIAN HAS 
WELCOMED AND TRAINED 

70,904  
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, 
DIPLOMATS, FORTUNE 500 
EXECUTIVES AND OTHER EMERGING 
LEADERS 

4 NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS 

168 HEADS OF STATE

NUMBER OF MERIDIAN PROJECTS  
BY PROGRAM AREA

303

15

13

28

EXCHANGES

FORUMS

CULTURE

TRAINING

47 U.S. STATES 

AND 334 CITIES 

visited by exchange participants 

TOP 5 PROJECT TOPICS IN 2017

MEDIA AND  
JOURNALISM

SECURITY AND  
DEFENSE 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

ENERGY AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

 36 

 30 
 

 26

 
 26

 
 19

NEAR EAST AND 
NORTH AFRICA

408 
GLOBAL LEADERS

SUB-SAHARAN 
AFRICA

503 
GLOBAL LEADERS

3,791 GLOBAL 
LEADERS
Participated in Meridian's 2017 projects

USA

LAOS

CHINA

PAKISTAN

AFGHANISTAN

INDIA

MEXICO

BRAZIL

EGYPT

RUSSIA

 253

 125

 91

 85

 76

 75

 70

 69

 61

 61

GLOBAL LEADERS FROM  
TOP 10 PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES 

from the 
rest of the 

world

70,800 
ATTENDEES  

of Meridian Programs Worldwide in 2017

2,685 
ATTENDEES  

of Meridian Programs at Meridian 
Campus in Washington, DC in 2017

173 COUNTRIES 
from all 6 Regions Represented in 
Meridian's 2017 projects
173 PARTICIPATING 
COUNTRIES

81% 11%

576,500 PEOPLE WORLDWIDE 
IMPACTED BY MERIDIAN PROJECTS IN 2017

EUROPE AND  
EURASIA

593 
GLOBAL LEADERS

WESTERN  
HEMISPHERE

1,197 
GLOBAL LEADERS
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represented 
the top 10 

participating 
countries

75% OF 
GLOBAL 
LEADERS

25% OF 
GLOBAL 
LEADERS

22 COUNTRIES  
DID NOT  
PARTICIPATE



576,500 PEOPLE WORLDWIDE 
IMPACTED BY MERIDIAN PROJECTS IN 2017
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MERIDIAN ONLINEMERIDIAN ONLINE

MERIDIAN DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT
Meridian’s digital engagement advances the global reach of our work by leveraging 
custom content that positions us as thought leaders on international exchange and 
public diplomacy. Through the power of visual and social media, we showcase the 
national impact of our international engagement through numerous platforms and 
apps. Connecting with the world beyond our Washington, DC campus also keeps 
our alumni networks actively engaged and our global influencer network excited 
to convert individuals around the world into champions of Meridian. This increased 
visibility of our programs that foster the exchange of people, culture and ideas helps 
make Meridian a more recognizable and trusted voice for global leadership.

/meridianinternationalcenter @meridianintl@meridianintl

/company/meridian-international-center/ MeridianCommunity

meridian.orgblog.meridian.org



MERIDIAN COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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MERIDIAN GLOBAL LEADERSHIP COUNCIL  MERIDIAN.ORG/MGLC
This year marked the launch of the Meridian Global Leadership Council, a network of leaders and advisors in Washington and 
around the country who are committed to broadening the depth and outreach of our important work through their financial 
support and engagement in our curated programs and events throughout the year. The Council exists at the center of Meridian’s 
engagement among the diplomatic community, government policy makers and leaders from the business, cultural and philanthropic 
circles. Membership ranges from $1,500 to $10,000. Program highlights this past year included:

Entrée to Dialogue Salon Dinner hosted 
at Masseria on Food, Global Issues and 
Diplomacy with the Ambassador of 
Ireland, Ambassador of Singapore and 
Ambassador of Switzerland.

New Ambassadors Reception welcomed 
the Ambassadors of Bahrain, Colombia, 
Ghana, Kazakhstan, Mexico, Swaziland 
and Togo to Meridian.

Tea with Finnish First Lady, Mrs. Jenni 
Haukio (right), who met with members 
for a discussion on the role of the arts and 
culture in diplomacy.

49TH ANNUAL MERIDIAN BALL MERIDIAN.ORG/BALL 

On October 20, 2017, Meridian hosted its 49th Annual Meridian Ball, welcoming the largest number of distinguished guests in the 
event’s history. For nearly 50 years, the Meridian Ball has served as a special opportunity for leaders across the public and private 
sectors in Washington, D.C. and beyond to come together in the spirit of international collaboration and celebrate Meridian's ongoing 
efforts to prepare leaders for a complex global future through the exchange of ideas, people and culture.

EMBASSY PATRONS

Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, 
Azerbaijan, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, 
Denmark, Finland, Germany, Iraq, 
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
Monaco, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, 
Peru, Portugal, Singapore, South Africa, 
Sweden, Switzerland and Tunisia. 

BALL LEADERSHIP 
 Honorary Chair:  First Lady Melania Trump 
 Congressional Co-Chairs: Senator Mark Warner and Ms. Lisa Collis,  
  and House Speaker Paul Ryan and Mrs. Janna Ryan 
 Ball Chairs:  The Honorable Tom C. Korologos  
  and The Honorable Ann McLaughlin Korologos 
 White-Meyer Co-Chairs: Mr. Glenn Youngkin and Mrs. Suzanne Youngkin,  
  and Mr. Andrew Florance and Mrs. Heather Florance

Photo credit: Stephen Bobb

Photo credit: Stephen Bobb Photo credit: Stephen Bobb
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Meridian welcomed The Honorable 
Raymond W. Washburne, President and 
CEO of the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation for a Global Business @ 
Meridian Downtown breakfast. Hosted by 
Mr. Robert Kapla, Partner and Chair of the
International Policy Practice at Squire 
Patton Boggs, the program drew over 20 
corporate leaders together to engage on 
economic challenges and opportunities in 
trade policy negotiations in the U.S.

MERIDIAN CORPORATE ENGAGEMENT
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MERIDIAN CORPORATE COUNCIL MERIDIAN.ORG/CORPORATE

Meridian’s Corporate Council is a platform for U.S. and international companies to dialogue and network on key global economic 
issues with diplomatic and government officials. In 2017, Meridian hosted 17 installments of its Global Business @ Meridian 
Downtown roundtable series, which facilitates off-the-record discussions among Corporate Council members, foreign Ambassadors and 
U.S. government officials on business opportunities and challenges in countries around the world. Highlights included:

Meridian partnered with AT&T to co-host a 
Global Dialogue Dinner for His Excellency 
Gerónimo Gutiérrez, Ambassador of 
Mexico to the United States. The event 
gathered public and private sector leaders 
to discuss the U.S.-Mexico relationship, 
using the contentious NAFTA negotiations 
as a launching pad to elaborate on 
important political, economic and social 
ties between the two countries.

Smart Governance, Smart Living: 
Opportunities and Risks in an Internet of 
Things (IoT) World drew representatives 
from over 25 countries and nine 
commercial sectors to collaboratively 
discuss how IoT would affect their 
countries and communities in the future. 
Culminating the forum was a keynote 
address by Grace Koh, who served as The 
White House’s Special Assistant to the 
President for Technology, Telecom, and 
Cyber-Security Policy.

MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL CENTER  
EXTENDS ITS THANKS TO MEMBERS OF THE MERIDIAN CORPORATE COUNCIL

Photo credit: Stephen Bobb



RISING LEADERS COUNCIL

2017 FINANCIAL REPORT
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT  
OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2017

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents  $ 989,305 
Receivables, net  3,626,328 
Prepaid expenses  710,253 
Investments  7,170,920 
Property held for sale  1,055,937 
Property and equipment, net  4,738,109 

TOTAL ASSETS $ 18,290,852 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
Line of credit  $ 600,000 
Accounts payable  1,289,772 
Accrued expenses  2,069,666 
Capital leases  49,851 
Deferred revenue – General  1,562,941 
Deferred revenue – Property held for sale  2,500,000
Term loan  2,878,612 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  $ 10,950,842

NET ASSETS 
Unrestricted  $ 6,325,161 
Temporarily restricted  331,242 
Permanently restricted  683,607 

TOTAL NET ASSETS  7,340,010 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  $ 18,290,852

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES  
AND CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 
YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2017 

REVENUES 
Grants and contracts  $ 31,493,536 
Contributions  2,297,456 
Events and special activities  703,056 
Investment income  901,034 

TOTAL REVENUES  $ 35,395,082

EXPENSES 
PROGRAMS: 

International visitor leadership program  $ 15,826,209 
Other exchange programs  11,694,011 
Cultural programs  910,241 
Convenings  425,116 

DEVELOPMENT  984,557 

SUPPORT SERVICES: 
General and administrative  3,025,626 
Maintenance and operations  1,803,774 

TOTAL EXPENSES  $ 34,669,534

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  $ 725,548 
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR  6,614,462 
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  $ 7,340,010 

The Meridian Rising Leaders Council is a distinguished 
network of mid-career professionals in their 30s 
and 40s based in Washington, who come together 
for substantive exchange of ideas and support 
Meridian’s mission of global leadership and non-
partisan public diplomacy. These Rising Leaders 
are from diverse sectors of international relations, 
including the foreign diplomatic community, the 
U.S. government, the media, nonprofits, think tanks, 
the arts and the private sector. The Council offers 
members a neutral forum to explore key issues, share 
perspectives, engage in provocative conversation and 
strengthen peer relationships. The Rising Leaders 
Council’s constituency continues to grow to include 
the next generation of global leaders in and beyond 
Washington. MERIDIAN.ORG/RLC
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$100,000 +

Chevron 

$50,000 - $99,999

Aflac, Inc.
Bayer
Caterpillar 
First Data Corporation
Hess Corporation
Richard Lounsbery Foundation
The Coca-Cola Company *

$25,000 - $49,999

Abbott Laboratories
His Excellency  
Yousef Al Otaiba  
and Mrs. Abeer Al Otaiba
Mr. and Mrs. John Anderson, III
AT&T 
Beacon Global Strategies
BGR Group
The Honorable  
James J. Blanchard  
and Mrs. Janet A. Blanchard
Boeing
Booz Allen Hamilton
DLA Piper 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Florance
Fluor Corporation
Google
The Honorable  
Carlos M. Gutierrez  
and Mrs. Edilia Gutierrez
Long & Foster |   
Christie's International 
Real Estate
Mastercard
NBC Universal 
Squire Patton Boggs 
Studios Architecture
Tellurian Inc. 
The Gallup Organization
Toyota Motor North America
United Airlines
U.S. News & World Report
The Honorable Beatrice 
Welters and Mr. Anthony 
Welters
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Youngkin

$10,000 - $24,999

Albright Stonebridge Group
Anonymous
The Honorable  
Stuart A. Bernstein  
and Mrs. Wilma Bernstein
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Baker
The Honorable  
Donald Beyer  
and Mrs. Megan Beyer
Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck, LLP
The Honorable  
Timothy Carney  
and Ms. Victoria Butler 
ConocoPhillips
Mr. Robert T. Coonrod 
Mr. Pierre de Lucy  
and Ms. Jodie McLean 
Edens 
Ms. Stephanie Fischer
Ms. Stephenie Foster
Mr. James Gale  
and Ms. Lisa Barry 
Goldman Sachs & Co. LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Gund
The Honorable  
Fred P. Hochberg
Ms. Bonnie Larson
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Microsoft
PhRMA
Mr. Patrick Steel  
and Ms. Lee Satterfield
Syzygy Events International *
The Harbour Group 
The Johnston-Hanson 
Foundation
theGROUP 
Vinson & Elkins
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
Williams and Connolly LLP 

$5,000 - $9,999

3M
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Aiken
AKA White House
The Honorable  
Elizabeth Bagley

01.01.2017 – 12.31.2017

Mr. and Mrs. Morton Bender
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Bernstein
Mr. and Mrs.  
Leland B. Bishop, III
Mr. and Mrs. David Bradley
Mrs. Patrice King Brickman
Dr. James Bruno  
and Dr. Jill Bruno
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Cafritz
Capital One
Ms. Elizabeth Chatwin
Children’s National
Mr. and Mrs. John Collins
Consilio, LLC
Cyient
Mr. John Danielson
Mr. Nathan Daschle
Mr. Maarten de Jeu  
and Ms. Smita Shah
Discovery Communications
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Duber
Mr. and Mrs. Akram Elias
Dr. Irma Frank  
and Mr. Richard Frank
The Honorable  
Laurie Fulton
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Galli
The Honorable Mark Gilbert  
and Mrs. Nancy Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Greer
Mr. Patrick Hallahan  
and Ms. Natalie Jones 
The Honorable  
Fay Hartog-Levin  
and Mr. Daniel Levin
Host Hotels and Resorts
Mr. and Mrs. Evan Jones
The Honorable  
James R. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Jubeir
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Kapani
Mr. Kevin Klose  
and Ms. Deborah Ashford
The Honorable 
Tom C. Korologos  
and The Honorable  
Ann McLaughlin Korologos
Mr. Steven R. Lebling

Mr. and Mrs. Daryl Libow
Madison Group 
Mrs. Shahin Mafi
Mr. and Mrs. Rafat Mahmood
Mrs. Kathleen K. Manatt
Ms. Michele A. Manatt
Mr. Keith Mason
The Honorable Bonnie 
McElveen-Hunter and Mr. 
Bynum Hunter 
The Honorable  
Thomas F. McLarty III  
and Mrs. McLarty
Mr. and Mrs. David Metzner
Ms. Constance Milstein *
Mr. Thomas Monahan  
and Ms. Sharon Marcil
Mr. and Mrs.  
Richard Morrissey
Pacific Gas and  
Electric Company 
Pinnacle West  
Capital Corporation
Principal to Principal
Mr. Alessandro Rebucci  
and Ms. Mei Xu
RTI International
S&P Global
Mr. Joel Saferstein  
and Ms. Amy Raskin  
The Honorable  
Theodore Sedgwick  
and Mrs. Sedgwick
The Honorable  
Ann Stock  
and Mr. Stuart Stock
The Merrill Foundation
Time Warner Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Tolkan
Mrs. Annie Simonian Totah 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
The Honorable  
Lee Verstandig  
and Mrs. Toni  
Verstandig
Visa
Mr. Josh Wachs  
and Ms. Molly Levinson
Mr. Timothy E. Wyman
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$1,000 - $4,999

Advanced Advocacy
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Ali
Mr. Dareen Almanabri
Ms. Carmiel Arbit
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Baker IV
Bank of America 
The Honorable Barbara Barrett
Mr. Michael Beatrice  
and Ms. Beth Gouse
The Honorable  
Robert Blake and Mrs. Blake
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Bruce
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Cafritz
Mr. Martin Cargas 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Celestini
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Chang
Mr. Michael Cicero  
and Ms. Laura Jehl
Dr. Ronald Clark  
and Dr. Shannon Kula
Mr. Jeffrey M. Cohen
Major R. Clarke Cooper  
and Major Michael J. Marin 
The Honorable Walter L. Cutler  
and Mrs. Cutler
Mr. Michael Daneker  
and Ms. Amy Kwak
Mr. and Mrs. Donn Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Dion
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Dorros
Mr. Filip Dubovsky
Mr. Philip Dufour
Mr. David Dupree  
and Mrs. Marijke  
Jurgens-Dupree
Ms. Marjan Ehsassi
Mr. Adam Falkoff
Mr. and Mrs. A. Huda Farouki
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Fearnow
Mr. Mark Feierstein
Mrs. Nancy M. Ferris
Mr. Carlos Fierro  
and Ms. Jennifer Tonkel
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Fisher 
The Honorable  
Sam Fox and Mrs. Fox 

 * Indicates portion of donation is an in-kind contribution

The Honorable  
Alonzo L. Fulgham  
and Mrs. Fulgham
Dr. Matt Gavin  
and Ms. Holidae H. Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. John Gerber
Dr. Eduardo J. Gerlein  
and Dr. Cristina Vaughan 
Gordon Rees Scully 
Mansukani, LLP
Ms. Francesca Gorgone  
and Mr. Jeffrey Lovallo
Mr. and Mrs.  
Christopher Grigorian
Ms. Stacy Hadeka
Mr. and Mrs. 
Mark Handwerger
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Harrison
Mr. and Mrs.  
Christopher Harvin
Mr. Aydin Hayri  
and Ms. Dilek Barlas
Mr. Ian Herbison
The Honorable  
Stuart W. Holliday  
and Mrs. Gwen Holliday
The Honorable  
Steven Horsford  
and Dr. Sonya Horsford
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Horvath
Ms. Cynthia Hostetler
Mr. and Mrs. Horace Howells
Mr. Joah Iannotta
Mr. and Mrs. John Idol
InterContinental  
New York Barclay Hotel
InterContinental  
Washington,  
DC The Wharf
Mr. Frank Islam  
and Ms. Debbie Driesman
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Jaeckel
Dr. Robert Johnston
Dr. Richard Jonas  
and Mrs. Katherine  
Vernot-Jonas 
Mr. Chad Kahl  
and Mrs. Allison  
Laudicina-Kahl
Dr. James Kanski

Mr. Joel Kaplan  
and Mrs. Laura Cox Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Katz
Mr. Kevin Keeley  
and Ms. Amy Selco
The Honorable  
Patrick Kennedy  
and Ms. Swope
Mr. Andrew Kovalcin
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Krilla
Mr. Michael Laba  
and Ms. Paoa Domenge
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Larsen
Mr. Philip C. Lauinger, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Law
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lee
Mrs. Polly W. LeFaivre
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Leiter
Mrs. Christina Gungoll Lepore
The Honorable  
Paul Lettow  
and The Honorable  
Kristen L. Silverberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Lilley
Mr. Stanley S. Litow
Mrs. Hongxia Liu
The Honorable  
Carmen Lomellin
Mr. and Mrs.  
Ashok Mahbubani
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Manos
Mr. and Mrs.  
Christophe Martel
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Maruca 
Ms. Allyson McKithen
Ms. NeAnna McLean
Mr. Christopher Mondini
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Moore
Mr. and Mrs.  
Robert Musslewhite
National Beer  
Wholesalers Association *
Neiman Marcus
Mr. and Mrs. William O'Leary
Mr. and Mrs. Nels Olson
Ms. Laura Patten
Mr. Matthew Pauls  
and Ms. Arielle Zina

Pernod Ricard USA *
Mr. Rory Perron  
and Mrs. Anne Brady Perron
Mr. Michael Pickrum
Mr. and Mrs. Rory Pillsbury
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Quamme
Dr. Judithe Registre
Mr. and Mrs.  
Bruce Rosenblum
Ms. Reem Sadik
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Sagoskin
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Scott
Mr. Kevin Sheridan  
and Ms. Erika Gutierrez
Mr. and Mrs. John Shulman
The Honorable  
Alan Solomont
Mr. and Mrs.  
William Sonneborn
Ms. Karen St. John
Mr. Garrick Steele
Mr. Mark Szymczak  
and Ms. Holley Darden 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Terrell
The Charles  
Delmar Foundation 
Ms. Kate Thompson
Tiny Jewel Box *
Mr. and Mrs. Rock Tonkel, Jr.
USTelecom - The Broadband 
Association
Mr. and Mrs. John VanMeter
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Vesey
Mr. and Mrs. John Walsh
The Honorable  
Togo D. West, Jr.  
and Mrs. West
Ms. Katharine Weymouth
Willard InterContinental
Wine & Spirits  
Wholesalers of America *
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Wolf

$500 - $999

Ms. Rhonda Anderson
Awards Limousine  
Service, Inc. *
Ms. Nell Breckenridge

01.01.2017 – 12.31.2017
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Dr. Jennifer Clinton
Mr. Ryan Colley
Mr. James Connelly
The Honorable  
Esther Coopersmith
Zanes Cypress
Mr. Anoop Dave
Mr. and Mrs.  
Gianluigi Dellaccio
The Honorable Marc Ginsberg
Mr. and Mrs. John Gore
The Honorable  
David A. Gross and Mrs. Gross
Mr. and Mrs. John Johnson
Mr. David Jonas
Mr. Andy Keiser
Mrs. Yekyu Kim
Mr. Robert Ludwig
Mr. and Mrs.  
R. Jeffrey Malinak
Mr. Campbell Marshall
The Honorable  
Donald McHenry
Mr. Justin Meservie
Mr. Bruce Neal
The Honorable  
William A. Nitze  
and Mrs. Nitze
Mr. Jason Olson
Mr. and Mrs.  
Jonas Parello-Plesner
Ms. Kaitlin Puccio
Ms. Reisha Raney
Mr. David Rubin  
and Ms. Sharon Russ
Dr. Christina Sevilla
Ms. Raisa Sheynberg
Mrs. Deborah Sigmund
Mr. Valeri Stoyanov
Ms. Beata Stylianos
Mr. David Vannier
Mrs. Monique Watson
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
The Honorable  
David L. Winstead
Mr. Aaron Wodin-Schwartz
Ms. Xin Yuan

UP TO $499

Ms. Kate Aitken
Mr. Hamed Alaghebandian
Ms. Michelle Allen 
Ms. Lindsay Amini
Ms. Sara Anderson
Ms. Meredith Balenske
Mr. Bogdan Banu
Ms. Alison Bartel
Mr. Owen A. Basil, Jr.
Mr. Andy Batmanghelidj
Ms. Sara Bauleke
Dr. Fred Bellemore  
and Dr. Myra Best
Commander  
John C.W. Bennett  
and Mrs. Bennett
Mr. and Mrs.  
William T. Bennett, III
Ms. Amanda Berger
Ms. Lisa Blume 
Ms. Sarah Brutschy
Mr. Desmond Butler  
and Ms. Miriam Mahlow 
Mr. Scott Caldwell
Mr. Sean Callaghan
Mr. George Chopivsky, III  
and Ms. Clara Brillembourg
Mr. John Cpin
Ms. Rachel Craddolph
Ms. Lauren Culbertson
Mr. David Cullen
Ms. Giulia Cypriano-Campos
Mr. Harrison Davis
Ms. Amy Donohue
Mrs. Nancy Dove
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dungan
Ms. Caroline Dutton
Ms. Gretchen Ehle
Ms. Bay Fang
Ms. Emma Finkelstein
Ms. Charlotte Follari
Ms. Juliana Fonseca
Ms. Theresa Furman
Ms. Kacie Gauthier
Mr. Sebastian Gibbs

01.01.2017 – 12.31.2017

Ms. Kerry Gilbertson
Ms. Karla Gonzalez
Ms. Josefina Martinez 
Gramuglia 
Ms. Betelihem Haile
Ms. Brenda Hali
Mr. Jameson Hall
Mr. Trevor Hanger
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Harvey
Mr. Faisal Hassan
Mr. Glenn Helme
Dr. W. Newlin Hewson
Mrs. Jacqueline  
Strasser Higgins
Ms. Linnea Hincks
Ms. Olivia Hipkins
Mr. Sven Hodges
Ms. Frances Holuba
Mr. Willliam Hranchak
Mr. Tony Jawhar
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Justice
Dr. Robert L. Kane  
and Ms. Nan Bell
The Honorable  
Kenton W. Keith  
and Mrs. Mireille Luc-Keith
Ms. Caroline Keller-Lynn
Ms. Katharine Kendrick
Ms. Astri Kimball
Mr. John Klopfer
Ms. Dea Kollekowski
Mr. Gary Kraiss
Mr. Vivek Kumar
Mr. Daniel Lee
Mr. John Legittino
Mr. James Lemon
Mr. Alex LePere
Mr. Richard LePere
Dr. and Mrs. Randall J. Lewis
Mr. Steve Lin
Ms. Paloma Martinez Aldama
Mrs. Jaclyn Mason Randall
Mr. Connor McInerney
Ms. Kate Meissner
Ms. Jessica Miller
Mr. Ndumiso Mngadi

Mr. Josue Munoz
Ms. Rebekah Nantz
Mr. and Mrs.  
Scott E. O'Gorman, Sr.
Mr. Matthew Patten
Mr. Patrick Pearsall
Ms. Christine Pence
Ms. Urska Petrovcic
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Poole
Mr. Ben Powell
Ms. Kaitlin Przezdziecki
Ms. Aishwarya Raje
Mr. Ashton-Theodore Randle
Ms. Holly Ratcliffe
Mr. Mark Rebstock 
Mr. John Rice
Ms. Thea Richard
Ms. Katharine Sanders
Ms. Mary Sauerborn
Mr. Richard Schmittgen
Ms. Ann Imlah Schneider
Ms. Hailee Shah
Ms. Katie Shah  
Mr. Torrey Shearer
Mr. Mathew Sher
Ms. Sheryl Shum
Mr. Kley Sippel
Ms. Maegen Smith
Lieutenant Commander  
Edward S. Smith Jr. 
Mr. Nick Snyder
Mr. and Mrs. Jake Tarr
Ms. Rebecca Taylor
Mr. and Mrs.  
A. Stephen Telkins, Jr.
Ms. Vanessa Trinh
Mr. Puru Trivedi
Mr. Marc Wachtenheim
Mr. Jamie Weinstein
Mr. Sean Weppner
Ms. Rebecca Whitfield
Ms. Sarah Williams
Mr. Ryan Williams
Ms. Rachel Wolbers



CONTACT US:
Meridian International Center 
1630 Crescent Place, NW  
Washington, DC 20009

tel: (202) 667-6800 
tel: (800) 424-2974 
fax: (202) 667-1475 
email: info@meridian.org

FOLLOW US:

@meridianintl

/meridianinternationalcenter
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Leadership since 1960




